
Holiday Greetings to All of Our Friends.

The bells of Brigadoon are ringing this Holiday Season with 
the jingle of training collars and the joyous tick of clickers 
as the puppies and dogs learn cues to aid their potential 
partners in 2012. 

2011 has been a year of change, growth, and building of 
relations. We changed our name slightly to “Brigadoon 
Service Dogs” in order to umbrella all our wonderful 
programs for the youth, community and Veterans.

Our youth programs remain a key element at Brigadoon 
with our number one volunteer - Executive Director, Denise 
Costanten, teaching two classes for at-risk students, at the 
Whatcom Discovery Center (WDC). The students and staff 

play an important part in the training of the dogs. The dogs enjoy the children’s attentiveness and affection. 

In 2012 we will be adding two more youth classes at the Snohomish Discovery Center, modeled after the WDC program.

Thank you to the Girl Scouts in the area for volunteering at Brigadoon. Troop 42117, Bellingham, kept the Brigadoon van clean 
through the year and also did a great job greeting our guests at this year’s graduation and auction. Troop 42117 will also be 
volunteering next year on Saturdays. The Girl Scouts from Troop 52107, in Lynnwood, also volunteered at graduation, made blankets 
and toys for the dogs, and helped with the silent and live auction.

The Canines and Heroes for Independence (CHI) program grew this year with 
four Veterans and their partners graduating in October. Congratulations to our 
graduates and thank you once again for your service to our country. It is an honor 
to work with you and your canines. 

We look forward to building the CHI program as we move our South satellite to a 
3,000 square foot facility in Orting, WA. The Washington Department of Veteran 
Affairs has generously offered us a building on the Orting campus where Veterans 
are rehabilitated. We will use the facility for CHI training as well as eventually 
house and board the service dogs on site. There will be many opportunities for 
individuals, groups and the community in the Orting area to volunteer.

Brigadoon and the Cedar Creek Correction Facility in Little Rock, Washington, have agreed to a partnership to train dogs for our 
program. Residents will train six to ten dogs at the correctional site for Brigadoon in 2012. 
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Beautiful Sable will be a graduate with her partner in 2012.

2011 service team partners, (from the left) SSG 
Aaron McCarthy and Barney, greet Carlos at the 
2011 Graduation and Auction.
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Santa’s elves could not be any more productive than our industrious group of volunteers at Brigadoon. Our volunteer board 
members: Marguerite Turner (President); Erin Quisenberry (Vice President); Leanne Little (Secretary); Mary Allen (Treasurer); 
Carolyn Wyandt; and Leon Costanten (Non-Voting) work to keep Brigadoon Service Dogs functioning as a non-profit business. We 
welcome and introduce Tammy Quiram our newest board member. Volunteer business manager, Marie Salen, has worked for months 
on the accreditation process for ADI (Assistance Dog International), a coalition of not for profit organizations that train and place Assistance 
Dogs. We cannot thank Marie enough, for this has been an arduous task and she has put in over 600 hours getting this accomplished.

The 2011 Graduation and Auction volunteers did a tremendous job acquiring auction items, preparing and setting up the auction and 
dinner, presenting our graduates, and raising funds for the programs. Thank you!

The staff of Bellingham’s Keller Williams Realty volunteered their Red Day of Service last spring, to Brigadoon by painting the 
interior dog kennel area, priming the new training building, and clearing up brush in the dog run area. 

Other wonderful Brigadoon volunteers from many communities have done a variety of jobs: bathing and grooming dogs, walking 
dogs, painting the office interior, designing and printing marketing materials, training dogs and stuffing envelopes. 

Our gifts throughout the year have come in all shapes, sizes and breeds – puppies 
and dogs – bred through Brigadoon, donated by breeders and individuals, and also 
found at local Northwest Shelters. Our newest dogs are Libby, a 9 month old, black 
Boxer/Lab mix from Tacoma Animal Shelter; Trapper, a 5 month old, black Lab from 
Animal Alliance in Yelm; and 8-week old, black Lab, Abby, donated by Mary and John Haas. 

Abby is being puppy raised at our Puyallup Brigadoon satellite with Rob, Tressie and Amber Lowe. Denise works with our other 
puppy raisers and their pups: Linda and Josephine Hegeburg with Nia; Lisa Thomas with Scout; Diane Silverman with Amigo; and 
Peg Murray with Fiona. 

The dogs in our kennel at Brigadoon, Bellingham, are thriving under the care and training of our dedicated staff including: Carol 
Quick (kennel manager), Jean Barnett (part-time office assistant), Hannah Knapp (part time trainer), Courtney Beach (part-time 
trainer), and, new this month, Lindy Christopherson (part time trainer).

Our deepest gratitude goes to all of our financial donors, without your continued support we could not exist.

Thank you and we wish you all the best for 2012. 

Brigadoon Service Dogs is a local non-profit that works in partnership with youth and veterans of our community 
to help train dogs for people with a variety of disabilities.

Please see the Brigadoon website on how to donate to our wonderful programs, www.brigadoondogs.org
or mail us at Brigadoon Service Dogs, 4759 Mission Street, Bellingham, WA  98226.

How you can help:
Become a committed volunteer
Become a board member
Make a monthly pledge or endowment
Sponsor a dog

Donate:
Dog Blankets (NO cotton fill), 
       king size comforters/blankets/moving blankets.
Postage Stamps
Paper Towels – Bounty or Viva
Clorox Sanitary Wipes
Donate Financially
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